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Separated 
migrant 


children 
fill shelters 


Number in custody rises 
21% from last month 
under ‘zero tolerance’ 


BY NICK MIROFF 


The number of migrant chil- 
dren held in U.S. government 
custody without their parents has 
surged 21 percent in the past 
month, according to the latest 
figures, an increase driven by the 
Trump administration’s “zero tol- 
erance” crackdown on families 
who cross the border illegally. 

Although the government has 
not disclosed how many children 
have been separated from their 
parents as a result of the new 
measures, the Department of 
Health and Human Services said 
Tuesday that it had 10,773 mi- 
grant children in its custody, up 
from 8,886 on April 29. 

Under the “zero tolerance” ap- 
proach rolled out last month by 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
and Homeland Security Secre- 
tary Kirstjen Nielsen, anyone 
who crosses into the United 
States illegally will face criminal 
prosecution. In most cases, that 
means parents who arrive with 
children stay in federal jails while 
their children are sent to HHS 
shelters. 

Those shelters are at 95 per- 
cent capacity, an HHS official 
said Tuesday, and the agency is 
preparing to add potentially 
thousands of new bed spaces in 
the coming weeks. HHS also is 
exploring the possibility of hous- 
ing children on military bases but 
views the measure as a “last 
option,” according to the HHS 

CHILDREN CONTINUED ON A4 


10,773 


Migrant children in custody of the 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, a 21 percent increase 
from the April 29 total of 8,886. 


Missouri governor to resign 
Eric Greitens has been mired in 
sexual and political scandals. A6 
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Study: Puerto Rico toll tops 4,600 


Deaths attributed to Hurricane Maria and its aftermath differ vastly from official count — 64 


BY ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ 
AND LAURIE MCGINLEY 


CAGUAS, PUERTO RICO — Miliana 
Montanez cradled her mother’s head 
as she lay dying on the floor of her 
bedroom here, gasping for air and 
pleading for help. 

There was nothing her family could 
do. It took 20 minutes to find cellular 
reception to make a 911 call. Inopera- 
tive traffic signals slowed down the 
ambulance struggling to reach their 
neighborhood through crippling con- 
gestion. 

Ivette Leon’s eyes bulged in terror as 
she described to her daughter the tiny 
points of light that appeared before 
her. She took one last desperate gulp of 
air just as paramedics arrived. Far too 
late. 

More than eight months after Hur- 
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TOP: Work is done on an electricity pole 
this month in Utuado, Puerto Rico. Power- 
grid troubles persist eight months after 
Hurricane Maria hit the island. ABOVE: 
Miliana Montanez, 29, shown in March in 
Caguas, Puerto Rico. Her mother, Ivette 
Leon, died in November, less than 24 hours 
after being sent home from a hospital. 


ricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico, 
the island’s slow recovery has been 
marked by a persistent lack of water, a 
faltering power grid and a lack of 
essential services — all imperiling the 
lives of many residents, especially the 
infirm and those in remote areas 
hardest hit in September. 

A new Harvard study published 
Tuesday in the New England Journal 
of Medicine estimates that at least 
4,645 deaths can be linked to the 
hurricane and its immediate after- 
math, making the storm far deadlier 
than previously thought. Official esti- 
mates have placed the number of dead 
at 64, a count that has drawn sharp 
criticism from experts and local resi- 
dents and spurred the government to 
order an independent review that has 
yet to be completed. 
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Trump 
revives 


China 
tariffs 


PLANS NEW LIMITS 
ON INVESTMENT 


Goal is to curb Chinese 
acquisition of U.S. tech 


BY DAVID J. LYNCH 


President Trump said Tuesday 
that he would proceed with tariffs 
on $50 billion in Chinese imports 
and introduce new limits on Chi- 
nese investment in U.S. high-tech 
industries as part of a broad cam- 
paign to crack down on Chinese 
acquisition of U.S. technology. 

The moves, less than 10 days 
after Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said the trade war with 
China was “on hold,” appear de- 
signed to create bargaining lever- 
age for Commerce Secretary Wil- 
bur Ross, who is due to arrive in 
Beijing on Saturday for talks 
aimed at cooling trade tensions. 

The sudden policy shifts are 
amplifying an air of unpredict- 
ability that the president has said 
gives him an edge at the bargain- 
ing table, even as U.S. trading 
partners complain that it erodes 
American credibility. Adding to 
the confusion are divisions 
among Trump’s trade advisers 
and complaints from members of 
Congress, who fear that the presi- 
dent may be stumbling into a 
costly multi-front trade war. 

Along with confronting China, 
the Trump administration is em- 
broiled in talks over a new North 
American trade deal and is threat- 
ening to impose new tariffs on 
imported automobiles. The presi- 
dent’s enthusiasm for import tax- 
es on a variety of products has 
drawn opposition from powerful 
members of his party, including 
the chairmen of the Senate Fi- 
nance and Agriculture commit- 
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A flurry of activity 
The ever-changing nature of Korea 
summit planning is “dizzying.” A10 


On Memorial Day weekend, he sacrificed everything 


An Air Force vet known for his kindness loses his life trying to save a stranger in flooded Ellicott City 


BY MICHAEL E. MILLER 
AND IAN SHAPIRA 


As Memorial Day approached, 
Sgt. Eddison Alexander Hermond 
took to Facebook to urge his 
friends to be kind to one another 
in honor of the holiday. 

“Okay kiddos, it’s Friday and the 
start of Memorial Day weekend,” 
the 39-year-old wrote early that 
morning. “Let’s get the hate out of 
our hearts. Focus on the positives 
and let’s all, for once, enjoy life as 
it’s meant to be enjoyed.” 

“We're free because people gave 
their lives for us to live this way,’ 
wrote the Air Force veteran and 
Maryland Army National Guard 
member. “So .... stop being mad 
for one single weekend. PLEASE.” 

On Sunday, Hermond was 
heeding his own advice, drinking 
with his friends at a restaurant in 
downtown Ellicott City when a 
rainstorm outside morphed into a 
relentless downpour, then a tor- 
rential flood. 

As powerful waters ripped 
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‘I thought I was prepared’ 
Ellicott City shop owners are left to 
assess the damage — again. B1 


h 
ay 


RICKY CARIOTI/THE WASHINGTON POST 


The flood in Ellicott City, Md., ripped apart Ellicott Mills Drive. National Guard Sgt. Eddison 
Alexander Hermond stepped into the floodwaters to help a woman and was immediately swept away. 


ABC cancels hit ‘Roseanne’ 
within hours of racist tweet 


Network pulls the plug 
over star’s ‘repugnant 
insult to black woman 


BY STEVEN ZEITCHIK 
AND EMILY HEIL 


ABC on Tuesday abruptly can- 
celed top-rated show “Roseanne” 
after a series of racist tweets by its 
star, Roseanne Barr, bringing an 
end to one of Hollywood’s boldest 
efforts to reach out to red-state 
viewers in the Trump era. 

“Roseanne” was one of network 
television’s most successful but 
turbulent partnerships, produc- 
ing a weekly parade of millions of 
viewers but also creating a host of 
headaches for the Disney-owned 
network. The show spurred de- 
bate over the title character’s sup- 
port for President Trump and 
Barr’s history of incendiary state- 
ments. 

The decision to cancel the sit- 
com came after Barr sent out a 
tweet late Monday referring to 
President Barack Obama adviser 
Valerie Jarrett, who is black. The 


tweet read: “Muslim brotherhood 
& planet of the apes had a 
baby=vj.” 

Barr soon apologized. “I am 
truly sorry for making a bad joke 
about her politics and her looks,” 
she wrote on Twitter. “I should 
have known better.” 

But by early afternoon, ABC 
announced it had canceled the 
show, which was set to serve as 
the cornerstone of its fall sched- 
ule. 

“Roseanne’s Twitter statement 
is abhorrent, repugnant and in- 
consistent with our values, and 
we have decided to cancel her 
show,’ ABC Entertainment presi- 
dent Channing Dungey said in a 
statement. 

Added Disney chief Robert 
Iger: “There was only one thing to 
do here, and that was the right 
thing.” 

Neither Dungey, the first Afri- 
can American woman to be enter- 
tainment president at one of the 
broadcast networks, nor Iger 
would comment further. 
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Wrong person for the job 
ABC wanted a contrarian but chose 
poorly, Hank Stuever writes. C1 
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